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SEWING TRAINING PROGRAM GRADUATION FOR THE MARAWI - LANAO MISSION

PHILIPPINES - A total of 26 Maranaw women, in 5 batches, underwent the 8-week Sewing Training
Program held in lligan City from 16 June to 5 August 2021. Education in Emergencies (EIE) partnered with
La Salle Green Hills Alternative Education, and was supported by the La Salle Academy and Holy Infancy
Brother’s Community. Duyog Marawi, a partner of EIE in the Marawi-Lanao Consortium, chose the recipients
for the program based on the needs of the communities they work with. Most of the Maranaws are still
coping from the impact of the 2017 Marawi siege.

The trainees were taught practical skills in sewing bedsheets, curtains, abayas, and hijabs to augment their
livelihood. Mr. Christian Dacoron, the very dedicated volunteer trainer from LSGH led the Graduation of the
trainees held last 6 August at Butig, Lanao Del Sur. Duyog Marawi, as a partner in the Marawi-Lanao
Consortium will carry on with the next step of livelihood development by organizing the sewers into a
cooperative.

The training program was a “One La Salle” experience with various Lasallian schools and communities
taking part. EIE wishes to acknowledge the valuable support of the LSGH Community: Br. Edmundo
Fernandez FSC, Br. Normandy Dujunco FSC, Ms. Maria Carmela Bongcaron, Mr. Rey Ducay, and Ms. Marie
Katipunan. La Salle Academy, Holy Infancy Brothers’ Community, and LSA Alumni Association also made
valuable contributions by providing security, transportation, administrative services, lodging, and inspirational
support.
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Special acknowledgment also goes to the local government of Butig, Lanao Del Sur through Vice Mayor
Sittie Aisah Pansar, who happens to be an LSA alumna. EIE expresses its sincerest gratitude to Mr. Jay A.
Velez, Br. Dan Sanding FSC, Br. lvan Carlo Umali FSC, Br. Henry Gyi, Ms. Beverly Widmaeir, Ms. Bev Tuba,
Mr. Edgar Chua, Br, Felipe Belleza FSC and Br. Armin Luistro FSC. The Lasallian Animo is so alive!

We also extend our
sincerest appreciation to
the young, vibrant and
committed staff of Duyog
Marawi for their
unconditional love and
dedication to the work
that they do.

After the graduation in
Butig, the whole
contingent paid a quick
visit to Ground Zero in
Marawi, a way to
remember Marawi, and
re-commit not to give up
in spite of the challenges.

Truly, this is God’s work. (Text: Ms. Evangeline de Peralta; Photos: Br. Dan Sanding FSC)

SEWING TRAINING PROGRAM

for the Marawi - Lanao Mission :

Click the image above to view some Graduation Ceremony highlights in YouTube.
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"Salamat sa inyo dahil nakita nyo ang
kakayahan ng bawat isa sa amin. Ang mga
tinuro ay napakalaking tulong dahil pwede
itong magamit sa aming kabuhayan. llan sa
aming nag-training ang nagpaplanong bumili
ng sariling makina para sa pangkabuhayan.
InshaAllah (Kung nais ni Allah). Isa din si
Janna na nagpaplano para makatulong sa
kanyang pamilya. Nagpapasalamat kami Sir
sa lahat ng tinuro mo. Magsisikap kami na
mas madagdagan pa ang kaalaman namin sa
pananahi. Ipagpapatuloy naming maging
modelo at mahikayat ang iba na magsikap
din sila. (Thank you also (referring to
Christian) for affirming our capacities and
talents. The input you taught is of great help
to each of us, since we can use this for our
livelihoods.” I've heard, some of my batch
mates in this training are planning to

purchase their own sewing machines for their livelihood. God willing, I will also do that to add sustenance for our
family. | am thankful to all the learnings, | will persevere to increase my knowledge in sewing, and will continue
doing that to be a model for others and to encourage others to also be industrious.)

Nong unang araw sa training, natatakot ako dahil first time kong makahawak ng makina. Sa tuwing may iuutos si
Sir, lalo na sa pagpuputol ng tela, natatakot ako baka masira ito, pero si Sir, lagi niyang sinasabi na ok lang
magkamali ang importante ay natututo ka. Alhamdulillah (Sa ngalan ni Allah) dahil sa loob ng 2 weeks, natuto
kaming gumawa ng Bed Sheets, Kumbong, Kurtina at Abaya.” (On the first day of the training, | was frightened
because it is the first time I'll be using a sewing machine. Whenever there are directions, for instance, cutting the
fabric and sewing, | was afraid that | will ruin my work. But our instructor is always understanding, he always
encourages us, saying, that we learn when we make mistakes. Praise the Lord, since within the two weeks
training, we learned how to manufacture bed sheets, head scarves, curtains, and Muslim dress (abaya).)

- Excerpt from Ms. Norjanna S. Ismael’s (one of the trainees from Butig, Lanao Del Sur) graduation speech.

Translated by Mr. Godfrey Mordeno
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CHALLENGE, 100% ACCEPTED!

Christian D. Dacoron
Volunteer Trainer / Faculty
La Salle Green Hills Alternative Education

The Sewing Training Program is an 8 - week session organized by
De La Salle Philippines Education In Emergencies in partnership with La Salle Green Hills
and supported by La Salle Academy and Holy Infancy Brother’s Community

Looking back that afternoon when Miss Marie called me and asked, “Sir Chris, are you willing to do the Mission?”
and with God’s grace | said, “Yes Miss! More than willing for the love of training!”. Though it was still on the initial
stage, no concrete plans and clear view yet, but | knew that St. La Salle will help us pave the way and through
him, something great will happen with this mission.

| also thought of saying no, because of some considerations; first, the security in Marawi City, second, the danger
of pandemic, and the availability of the vaccine and lastly, my mother’s condition, since she was still recovering
from her recent health misfortune, but my eagerness to do the mission burns these thoughts.

It is hard to hold an all-Muslim class due to the unique culture and language. It was all new to me! But thanks to
their warm acceptance, | never felt that I'm different. Our 8-week training became easy because of their
perseverance and willingness to learn. It is true “no poverty can hinder if the student is willing to learn”, that’s why
| pushed myself to become more determined to be the best for them. Some days are focused and serious, but
more often they would tease and make fun just to break the ice. At the end of the two-week training, they would
cry and bid emotional goodbyes.

To my 22 students and 4 DM staff who joined the training, Congratulations! Face life with new hope. Use all that |
have taught you correctly and PAY IT FORWARD. (Mabrouk! Pakabolosn tano so pakatalingoma a gawii a adn a
panginam tanu ron. Osar anga sa mapya langon o
myaswa ka a kamapiyaan ago ogopn ka ko
kikinanglan ron.) To Lynette, Omilhayah, Janimah
and Jamina, Thank you for all the help, for all the
early time and overtime, and for all the memories
along the way. May you use the acquired
knowledge and skills for good and help others who
are in need.

I am HOME AWAY FROM HOME! Many thanks to
the kindness and generosity of the people around
me while doing the mission. | never felt that | was
alone and away from my home. “Maraming
Salamat po sa maalab na pagtanggap sa akin, sa
mga cheer na “kaya mo yan” at “laban lang”, sa
bawat good morning at good night at sa bawat
hello and goodbyes”. (Thank you for the warm
welcome, the “you can do it” and “keep on fighting”
cheers, the good morning, good night, hello, and
goodbye greetings)
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Thank you for all the love and care that you all
showed me for the past two months that | stayed
in lligan City. | found a new HOME, a new
FAMILY, and new FRIENDS for keeps.

Thanks to La Salle Academy President Sir Jay
Velez who is always there for us, taking care and
providing our needs especially during the training.
To the LSA staff, Ms. Bev (for taking care of me
during the quarantine days), Sir Castor (for
helping us with the purchasing) , Kuya Arnold (for
the flash service), Kuya Jobert (for helping us in
our daily needs), Kuya Nestor (the reason why
we always have delicious meals in our plate) and
Nanay Inday (my second mother who has never
failed to take care of me during my stay).

: 7

'l be forever grateful to The Holy Infancy | — —
Brothers Community thru Brother Director Br. Dan

Sanding FSC, and Brs. Ilvan Karlo Umali FSC and

Henry Gyi FSC. | am one of the few lucky Lasallian educators who has been given the chance to live with you
and share great memories for the past two months. | will surely miss our dinner together, the socials, and movie
nights! I will never forget the kindness, generosity, love, care and concern you showed me and the best treatment
as if | am one of the brothers. Br. Dan, Br. lvan and Br. Henry - maraming salamat po sa inyo! Mamimiss ko and
Brothers House kasama kayo. (Thank you very much! I'll miss living in the Brothers House with you)

To Duyog Marawi Director Bro. Rey Barnido,
maraming salamat po! To Duyog Marawi
Admin, Heads and Staff, Drivers and Cooks,
maraming salamat po sa lahat ng tulong at
serbisyo. (Thank you very much for all the
assistance and service) May God bless you all!

And lastly, thanks to La Salle Green Hills and
De La Salle Philippines Education In
Emergencies thru Miss Rosemarie Katipunan
and Miss Evangeline De Peralta for entrusting
me with the mission.

The bond and all the great memories will be
engraved in my mind.

This wonderful journey, my Lasallian Mission
with St. La Salle will live forever in my heart.

Animo La Salle!!!
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LSC 90TH ANNIVERSARY KICK-OFF

HONG KONG - The Kick-off Ceremony on 10 September marked the official launch of activities and events
to celebrate the 90th anniversary of La Salle College.

The ceremony was simple but solemn. Brother
Thomas reminded the assembly about how the 4 g | wasirsoer .
college was started by Brother Aimar 90 years
ago, and how Brother Cassian took headship
after the war.

Caleb Chung, the one who designed the 90th
anniversary logo, was given recognition. It was
followed by LSC IMC members giving the 90th
anniversary pins to the student representatives.
Mr Tong, the school principal, shared about the S A >
Lasallian spirit of Faith, Service and Community. : i rem—

The ceremony ended when over 200 guests and
students blew their party poppers at the same
time! (La Salle College Official Facebook
Page)
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JAPAN OVERSEAS COOPERATION VOLUNTEER ALUMNI ASSOCIATION GRANT

JAPAN - The other day, the Mission Club was given a grant by the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer
Alumni Association for their work in supporting the technical intern trainees from overseas. They received
the “Reiwa 3 Subsidy for Junior and Senior High Schools Volunteer Activity Project”.

The purpose of this subsidy is to provide financial support to junior high and senior high school students who
engage in activities that discover and resolve issues in the local community. On behalf of the club, Satoshi
Kishimoto received the grant from the representatives of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer Alumni
Association.

“l used to think that when you did something good for someone else, you should be rewarded. But | don’t
think like that anymore. Through these activities, everyone cooperates and knows that this is truly helping
people and will lead to a better future. We need to raise awareness.” Kishimoto said. He hopes that his
juniors will continue what they have started. (Hakodate La Salle Official Website)

https://www.h-lasalle.ed.jp/topics/24657/?fbclid=IwWAR2qgM -
v4VPOMQQAPN_8nU57H7GnHs7SNNFCyn424YEMqy8sWbZ4iZwn6ydg
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A FITTING FAREWELL FOR BR. STEPHEN OOI FSC

MALAYSIA - Amidst the pain and sorrow of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Brothers of St. Xavier’'s Community
and a few members of the Lasallian Family in Penang gathered to bid farewell to Br Stephen. It was a sad
but a meaningful Eucharist at the Church of the Risen Christ in Ayer Itam.

There were only a few of us there but we know of the ways in which Br Stephen had touched thousands of
lives in his unique way. Msgr Aloysius Tan (the Parish Priest of the Penang City Parish) in his homily recalled
his encounters with Br Stephen at the La Salle Learning Centre Penang as a young adult. It was not his
eloguence that stood out but his caring presence to the needs of others.

Despite Br Stephen’s frail health over the years, he made time to be with us at the events in the school, the
Community and with friends. This fitting farewell to him is an event to be remembered not only by those who
were here in Penang but by those who were touched by his life. This was his gift to all of us. (Text: Br.
Anthony Rogers FSC; Photos: Mr. Tony Wong, Mr. James Koay; Video Tribute: Ms. Sharon Lim)

Click on the image above to view the video tribute on YouTube.
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LASALLIAN RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

Lasallian Research Publication

Laguda, Ricardo, Michael Valenzuela, and Edmund
Chia. "The Lasallian Experience of Interreligious
Dialogue in Pacific-Asia." AXIS: Journal of Lasallian
Higher Education 12, no. 2 (Saint Mary's University
of Minnesota: 2021).

Link: https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-
lasallian-experience-of-interreligious-dialogue-in-
pacific-asia/

. ’ e : Full Text: https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/
Br. Ricky Laguda FSC, Br. Mike Valenzuela FSC & Mr. Edmund Chia

"The Lasallian Experience of Interreligious Dialogue in Pacific-Asia" u Ioad.s./ 2021 / 08/The-Lasallian-Experience-of-
Interreligious-Dialogue.pdf

ﬁ 1 Saint Mary’s

University JOURNAL OF
OF MINNESOTA hé‘?llAEll;UIE!\ﬁoNN

Lasallian Research Publication

Mejias, Rey. "Lasallian Formation for Mission in the
Context of Interreligious Learning." AXIS: Journal of
Lasallian Higher Education 12, no. 2 (Saint Mary's
University of Minnesota: 2021).

Link: https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-aim-
of-lasallian-formation-for-mission-in-the-context-of-
interreligious-learning/

Full Text: https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/

uploads/2021/08/Lasallian-Formation-for-Mission-
in-the-Context-of-Interreligious-Learning.pdf

Br. Rey Mejias FSC
"Lasallian Formation for Mission in the
Context of Interreligious Learning"

Saint Mary’s AXIS

-
Z M University ~ AGNTFE

OF MINNESOTA HIGHER EDUCATION

~7 ISSUE No. 369 - 9 of 12



https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-lasallian-experience-of-interreligious-dialogue-in-pacific-asia/
https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-lasallian-experience-of-interreligious-dialogue-in-pacific-asia/
https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-lasallian-experience-of-interreligious-dialogue-in-pacific-asia/
https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Lasallian-Experience-of-Interreligious-Dialogue.pdf
https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Lasallian-Experience-of-Interreligious-Dialogue.pdf
https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Lasallian-Experience-of-Interreligious-Dialogue.pdf
https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-aim-of-lasallian-formation-for-mission-in-the-context-of-interreligious-learning/
https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-aim-of-lasallian-formation-for-mission-in-the-context-of-interreligious-learning/
https://axis.smumn.edu/2021/08/11/the-aim-of-lasallian-formation-for-mission-in-the-context-of-interreligious-learning/
https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Lasallian-Formation-for-Mission-in-the-Context-of-Interreligious-Learning.pdf
https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Lasallian-Formation-for-Mission-in-the-Context-of-Interreligious-Learning.pdf
https://axis.smumn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Lasallian-Formation-for-Mission-in-the-Context-of-Interreligious-Learning.pdf
http://www.lasalle-lead.org

LEADASTORY

Official Bulletin of the Lasallian East Asia District

www.lasalle-I Ol

Congratulations

to Brothers Antonio, Mico, and Vince
for being granted admission to De La Salle University.

“THE JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND MILES
BEGINS WITH A SINGLE STEP.”

Z0)

BR. ANTONIO CUBILLAS FSC | BR. MICO DE LEON FSC | BR. VINCE FERNANDEZ FSC
L and De La Salle L

Master of major in

#TakeTheLEAD

Wraunsai
grane1de

|

Congratulations v L Congratulations

to Br. Pongpat for graduating Master of Education
in Educational Management in X to Br. Chuck for being granted admission
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok. . to De La Salle University - Dasmarifias.

“THE JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND MILES
BEGINS WITH A SINGLE STEP.”

MASTER OF
EDUCATION

in Educational Management Br. Chuck Magno FSC
Master of Arts in Education

major in Guidance and Counseling

De La Salle University - Dasmarifias

CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY
Bangkok, Thailand
ERORORHghen #TakeTheLEAD

L
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Circular 476

building new paths ——
to transform lives

Part 2

FROM PARIS TO ROME

a 26-year journey to transform lives.

Brother
Gabriel
Drolin

with
Br. Ernest J. Miller FSC

District of Eastern North America (DENA)
President of the Preparatory Commission
for the 46th General Chapter

E)_Q 2021 November 12,Friday 4 Registration:

430 PM BJEE e https://tinyurl.com/joinL OC
530PM @ cofm®

330 PM mt- Ebﬁm

300PM g3 |!‘F_:" 5

430 AM EE utc4(PA) [m] st

A D #
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Laﬁsa"e weremainunited

Young Lasallians

International Lasallian Days for Peace

Rise Together
for Peace

Prayer for Peace

Heavenly Father, you have said,
“Peace be with you; my peace | give to you.” .
Look upon us with eyes of peace.
Help us to have peace in our own hearts so that
we can spread your peace to the world,
to our homes, our schools, our places of work.
We ask you especially to take care of our students
who are in the process of growing up.
Help them to grow in wisdom, age and grace.
Help them to become peacemakers in the world.
Many people suffer from fear and anxiety
. in these troubled times.
Help them to regain peace of mind and heart.
Let me choose peacel
Prince of Peace, hear us.



http://www.lasalle-lead.org

